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Proposal Name Climate Justice Discussion Circles 

Recipient General Council 42 

Originating Body Kootenay Presbytery 

Proposed Action That the 42nd General Council: 

The Church in Mission Unit create online and print resources for the creation of climate 
justice discussion circles, and further publicize and make these resources available to 
congregations and groups in Canada, based on models used within Kootenay Presbytery 
at Castlegar and Nelson United Churches. 

Background The Earth's climate is changing at an unprecedented rate and human activity is 
overwhelmingly responsible. Increased risk of droughts, floods, tropical storms, and 
altered weather patterns threatens to displace more people and lead to increasing 
numbers of civil wars and international conflict. People living in poverty and indigenous 
populations, including here in Canada, are made especially vulnerable to climate chaos. 
The people and countries responsible for the majority of historic heat-trapping pollution 
are least likely to bear the brunt of the changes. Conversely, the people and countries 
least responsible for causing climate chaos are most likely to experience disease, 
displacement, and conflict. Climate chaos is a justice issue with which every follower of 
Jesus and every person of faith should be concerned. Ocean acidification, also caused by 
carbon dioxide emissions, is another area of major concern. 

There are many different ways to raise concerns about climate change and advocate for 
justice.  There is direct action and civil disobedience, which is occurring around the 
globe.  There is political advocacy, which many groups also employ.  There is letter 
writing, blogging, film-making, and utilizing many media to get the message out.  But, as 
Christian people, along with all of the above, we have always engaged one another 
person-to-person.  People-to-people justice helped to end apartheid, is helping to build 
reconciliation between 1st Nations and non-1st Nations people, and is a key component 
to seeking peace for Palestinian people, just to name a few examples. 

People who are leading the way in seeking climate justice both within and outside of the 
Church advocate having conversations, difficult conversations, about our changing 
climate and what we can do about it.  As these conversations lead to other 
conversations, person to person, the ripples grow larger.  Through these conversations 
the social construct of what is appropriate and inappropriate begins to change.  And as 
the social construct changes, the political discussion changes, too.  These ripples of 
conversation and change are one of the many tools available to communities in seeking 
climate justice. 

The other aspect to the creation of discussion circles is that they take a little facilitation 
and are leaderless, cooperative movements.  Different organizations can partner 
together to host and create discussion circles, but the circles can then spread outward.  
So, this is an opportunity to both engage in conversations about change and partner with 
other groups in our communities. 

The United Church has churches in many communities in Canada, buildings that are safe 



 

 

spaces for conversations.  Churches can be places where many people come to meet to 
talk together about important things.  The use of circles, a long used tradition in the 
Church, provides a safe place for people to share their concerns and deep feelings about 
climate change and seek to find ways to work together in advocating climate justice. 

Castlegar and Nelson United Church have developed a process and resources, which are 
not proprietary and are free to be emulated across the United Church and throughout 
our country, especially in a cooperative effort with other community groups. 

The United Church of Canada has spoken prophetically and frequently about climate 
justice. This is one other way that we can facilitate discussion as one important tool to 
help create change in our Canadian political and social construct. 

Financial 
Implications 

Development of resources. Quite minimal as the model is already being used at Nelson 
and Castlegar United Churches. 




